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No. 23 

October 18, 1967. President SeiTz �o�~� the Nationa: 
A ca d e �f�f�i�y�-�-�o�-�r�~�r�c�T�e�n�-�c� e s-;--in ate 1 e ?,r �c�.�~�;�:� cell. gra tu la tin g 
Academician Keldysh on the success of Venus 4, spoke �~� 
of ,the need to further full and prompt exchange of data 
on/planetary exploration. Keldysh's telegram of 
�a�c�~�n�o�w�l�e�d�g�m�e�n�t� made no reference to data �e�x�c�h�a�n�~�e�.� 
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9UEST10N 

What are the prospects for the future? 

A,\JSHE R 1---
I We regret that the Soviets have not been �D�~�2�~�a�~�e�c� 
,to move more ra?idly and more broadly. �C�o�n�s�i�s�~�e�n�~� �w�i�~�~� 
ithe staTed objectives of Three PresidenTs) we have Dade 
I . 

c6ntinuing efforts to interest them in snccific �p�r�o�j�e�c�~�s�.� 
'1tha5 been made plain again and again that we stand 
ready to explore any and all possibilities for �~�e�a�~�i�n�g�f�~�l� 
cooperation. The obstacles are clearly �n�o�~� technical 
in character. The future of space cooperation with the 
Soviet Union depends on the readiness of that nation TO 
accept any of the broad range of projects su?gested to 
iior to offer proposals suitable �~�o� it. The �U�~�i�t�e�d� 
States has set no arbitrary limits of any kind. 
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OUESTI00J 

Does this agreesent in any instance provide less 

coverage than the Outer Space Treaty? 

ANSvJER 
~ 

No. As stated in its preamble, the purpose of the 

Assistance and Return Agreement is "to develop and give 

further concrete expression to duties" set forth in the 

Outer Space Treaty. United States interests are in no 

case less well protected under the new Agreement than 

they were before. 

(The £011mving should be uSeO In response to a direct 
cuest i on on the relationshio of Article 3 of the 

, L 

Astronaut Agreement to Article V of the Outer Space Treaty.) 

It might be suggested. that Article 3 of the Assistance 

and Return Agreement provides IIless coverage" vlith respect 

to non-territorial rescue than does Article V of the 

Outer Space Treaty. Article V of the OST provides that 

parties "shall render to [astronauts] all possible 

assistance in the event of aCCident, distress, or 

e~erg2ncy landing on territory of another State Party 

, h" II or on tue tlgn seas, Article 3 (A & R) provides: 
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No. 2[;. 

'/If information is received or it is 
d" sCOVQ~:>Q' o'-ha"'- "-he ;"'e-("s"·o~~-·n-J· O"r:: a sD<)ceC-~'1'::t-J.. i.::.l.\.:: f.....LJ.. L L ~ ....... .1. __ .0.\.,...:_...... LO.. 1.C.l...l..-

have alighted" oh the high seas or in any other 
place not under the jurisdiction of any State, 
those Contracting Parties which ~re in a 
position to do so shall, if necessary, extend 
assistance in search and rescue operations for 
such personnel to assure their speedy rescue." 

./1 t: could, therefore, be argued that Article 3 provides , I 
J I 

I 

. less coverage than Article V of the OST because the 

latter uses the words "all possible assistance. 1T 

The fact of the matter is that we purposely sought 

the new language; we wanted to avoid the possibility 

~" '-, ~ c_ "- ~.., e I I a 11 nos ~ l' 'D 1 e a s c ~ S ~ '" on cell LJ. .. c.:t L Ll..:. i:' ~ ~..L I..-C.l..i.l fOIT,lula might be 

interpreted to call for excessive, unreasonable or 

irnpracticable steps on the high seas, for example. 
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